27th October 2008

POSTMODERNISM
THE TERM

POST: 1) coming after;

 2) going behind: puts the movement into question.
MODERNISM: cultural movement developed in the first half of the 20th century. It is a cosmopolitan movement, that expresses a new conception of culture and literature.
Exponents

· T.S. Eliot (poetry and drama)
· J. Joyce (use of myth in fiction, absolute concept of realism –stream of consciousness-) 

· V. Woolf (poetical fiction)
Key-words:

· QUEST: research of sense
· CONSCIOUSNESS: centre of modern research.

POSTMODERNISM: MAIN FEATURES
1) Postmodernists don’t believe in the concept of Truth. 
All the truths are narrations (Lyotard);
2) THEORY: they are more interested in the way of writing
METALITERATURE: literature draws the attention on the way it is written/composed;
3) It hasn’t got a high concept of art (pop art, comic, fashion)
There is no art that has an origin in itself ( intertextuality
Example: SIMULACRA: image, representation, without “substance”; it calls into question the authority and legitimacy of its model.
OTHER IMPORTANT ASPECTS:

· Expression of a self consumistic society;
· Underlines quantity, not quality;
· There is not one sense, but multiple senses: all the senses we give us and our choices;
· The Anti-hero is the protagonist (fragility is the centre);
· All stories have already been written;
· Logocentrism has died.[image: image1.png]



